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IN THE CLAIMS 

For the convenience of the Examiner, all pending claims of the present Application 
are shown below whether or not an amendment has been made. Please refer to any attached 
sheets showing a marked up version of anv_amendTnents to the specification ai^d claims. 




A system for rebate processing, comprising: 
a plurality of first devices associa/ed with promotion sponsors, the first devices 
erable to communicate information describing promotions to a rebate processing center; 
a plurality of second devices associated with consumers, the second devices operable 
to communicate information indicating purchases of products to the rebate processing center; 
and I 

the rebate processing center, comprising: 

a first memory operable to store promotion information describing the 
promotions available for the purchases, the promotion information comprising, for each of 
the promotions, a promotion sponsor identifier indicating a selected one of the promotion 
sponsors, a promotion identifier, jJromotion requirements, and at least one disbursement 
option; 

a second memory //operable to store transaction information indicating the 
purchases of the products, the transaction information comprising, for each of the purchases, 
a consumer identifier, a rebate|request status, and a promotion identifier matching to a 
selected one of the promotions; and 

a processor operable to process rebate requests by associating the purchases 
with the promotions using the promotion identifiers and determining whether selected 
transaction information for th^jpurchases satisfies the rebate requirements for the promotions, 
the processor further operable to provide rebate status updates to the consumers using the 
rebate request statuses and tf> generate promotion reports, a promotion report comprising 
selected promotion informaiion for at least one of the promotions having a particular 
promotion sponsor identifier. 
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2. The system of Claim 1, wherein me promotion information comprises, for at 
least one of the promotions, a plurality of disbursement options for receiving an authorized 
rebate, at least one of the plurality of disbursement options having a cash value to a recipient 
different than another one of the plurality of disbursement options. 



4. The system of Claim 1, wnerein the second devices are further operable to 
output a rebate request form in a format suitable for mailing. 



5. The system of Claim l/ wherein at least one first device is operable to receive 
one of the promotion reports, the received promotion report comprising a number of rebate 
requests and a breakage rate for each promotion associated with a promotion sponsor. 



6. The system of Cjaim 1, wherein at least one second device is operable to 
receive one of the rebate status /updates from the rebate processing center, the received rebate 



status update indicating the rebate request status for rebate requests submitted to the rebate 

/ 

processing center by a user of the second device. 



7. The system/of Claim 1, wherein at least one second device is operable to 
receive an authorization /upon approval of a rebate request, the authorization having a 
plurality of selectable disbursement options. 
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8. An apparatus for rebate processing, comprising: 

a first memory operable to store promotion information describing a plurality 
of promotions, the promotion information comprising, for each of the promotions, a 
promotion sponsor identifier, a promotion identifier, promotion requirements, and at least one 
disbursement option; 

a second memory operable tof store transaction information indicating a 
plurality of product purchases, the transaction information comprising, for each of the 
purchases, a consumer identifier, a rebate revest status, and a promotion identifier matching 
to a selected one of the promotions; and 

a processor operable to process rebate requests by associating the product 
purchases with the promotions using thi promotion identifiers and determining whether 
selected transaction information for the/purchases satisfies the rebate requirements for the 
promotions, the processor further operate to provide rebate status updates to the consumers 
using the rebate request statuses andf to generate promotion reports, a promotion report 
comprising selected promotion information for at least one of the promotions having a 
particular promotion sponsor identifi/r. 

9. The apparatus of Clim 8, further comprising an interface operable: 

to receive promotion information from a plurality of promotion sponsors describing 
the promotions; 

to receive transaction information from a plurality of consumers indicating the 
product purchases. 

10. The apparatus jf Claim 9, wherein the interface is operable to receive 
information electronically using the Internet. 



11. (Amended) The apparatus of Claim 9, wherein the interface is operable to 
receive transaction information ent/red from a rebate request form mailed by a purchaser of a 
product. / 
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12. The apparatus of Claim 8, further comprising an interface operable to 
communicate one of the promotion reports to a promotion sponsor in response to a request 
from the promotion sponsor. 

13. The apparatus of Claim 8, further/ comprising an interface operable to 

communicate one of the promotion reports to a' promotion sponsor, the communicated 

promotion report comprising a number of rebate requests and a breakage rate for each 

/ 

promotion associated with the promotion sponsor. 



/ 



14. The apparatus of Claim 8, further comprising an interface to communicate an 

/ 

authorization to a consumer upon approving a rebate request, the authorization having a 



plurality of selectable disbursement options! 



16. The apparatus of Claim? 8, wherein at least one promotion comprises a 

plurality of disbursement options foi^receiving an authorized rebate, at least one of the 

plurality of disbursement options having a cash value to a recipient different than another one 

/ 

of the plurality of disbursement options. 

7 

17. The apparatus of Claim 16, wherein the disbursement options comprise a cash 
rebate and a credit voucher. 



18. The apparatus of Claim 16, wherein at least one promotion comprises: 
a product identifier; j 

an end date for the promotion; and 
a geographic target for the promotion. 

/ 

19. The apparatus of Claim 8, wherein at least one transaction comprises: 
personal information of the purchaser of the product; and 

purchase information. 
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20. A method for rebate processing, comprising: 

storing promotion information describing k plurality of promotions, the promotion 
information comprising, for each of the promotions, a promotion sponsor identifier, a 
promotion identifier, promotion requirements, and at least one disbursement option; 

storing transaction information indicating a plurality of product purchases, the 
transaction information comprising, for each of the purchases, a consumer identifier 
indicating one of the consumers and a prcjmotion identifier matching to a selected one of the 
promotions; 

processing rebate requests by associating the product purchases with the promotions 

/ 

using the promotion identifiers, wherein processing a rebate request for a selected one of the 
purchases comprises determining ^whether transaction information for the selected purchase 
satisfies the rebate requirements/ for the promotion indicated by the promotion identifier for 
the selected purchase; 

providing rebate status updates to the consumers using the rebate request statuses; and 
generate promotion^ reports, a promotion report comprising selected promotion 
information for at least/one of the promotions having a particular promotion sponsor 
identifier. 



21 . The method of Claim 20, further comprising: 

receiving, from a plurality of promotion sponsors, promotion information describing 
the promotions; and 

receivingf from a plurality of consumers, transaction information indicating the 
product purchases. 



22. // The method of Claim 21, wherein the steps of receiving are performed 
electronically using the Internet. 



23. The method of Claim 21, further comprising the step of receiving transaction 
information entered from a rebate request form mailed by a purchaser of a product. 



DAL01:690337.1 



ATTORNEY DOCKET 
067251.0105 



PATENT 
Serial No. 09/470,582 



24. The method of Claim 2 1 , further ccmiprising: 

receiving a request from a promotion sponsor for a status of promotions associated 
with the promotion sponsor; 

determining a promotion sponsor idenfifier for the promotion sponsor; 
generating a promotion report for a/least one of the promotions associated with the 



determined promotion sponsor identifier; and 

communicating the generated promotion report to the promotion sponsor. 



25. The method of Claim £4, wherein the generated promotion report comprises a 
number of rebate requests and a/breakage rate for each promotion associated with the 
promotion sponsor. 

26. The method of Claim 20, further comprising: 

/ 

approving a rebate request; 

communicating an authorization to a consumer upon approving the rebate request, the 
authorization having a plurality of disbursement options; and 

i 

receiving a selection of the disbursement options. 

/ 

28. The method of Claim 20, wherein at least one promotion comprises a plurality 

of disbursement options for receiving an authorized rebate, at least one of the plurality of 

/ 

disbursement options having a cash value to a recipient different than another one of the 
plurality of disbursement options. 

/ 

29. The method of Claim 28, wherein the disbursement options comprise a cash 

I 

rebate and a credit voucher. 



30. jfThe method of Claim 20, wherein at least one promotion comprises: 

a product identifier; 

an end date for the promotion; and 

a geographic target for the promotion. 
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3 1 . The method of Claim 20, wherein at least one transaction comprises: 
personal information of the purchaser of the product; and 
purchase information. 

32. A computer-based interface for facilitating rebate processing, the interface 
operable to: / 

display a plurality of fields for entry by a user to create a promotion for a product 
bearing a rebate; / 

receive promotion information for the promotion, the promotion information 

comprising a product identifier and a plurality of disbursement options for receiving an 

/ 

authorized rebate, at least one of the disbursement options having a cash value to a recipient 

different than another one of the disbursement options; 

communicate promotion information to a remote rebate processing center; and 
receive a status of th& promotion based on purchases of the product, the status 

indicating a number of rebateirequests for the promotion and a number of authorized rebates 

fulfilled for each of the disbursement options for the promotion. 

34. The computer-based interface of Claim 33, wherein the disbursement options 

/ 

comprise a cash rebate ana a credit voucher. 

/ 

35. The computer-based interface of Claim 32, wherein promotion information 
comprises: / 

a product identifier; 

an end date fj>r the promotion; and 

a geography target for the promotion. 

36. Thje computer-based interface of Claim 32, wherein the interface is operable to 
receive and communicate promotion information repeatedly to create a plurality of 



promotions for jhe remote rebate processing center. 
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37. The computer-based interface of Claim 32, wherein the interface is web-based 
and is further operable to communicate promotion information and receive a status of the 
promotion electronically using the Internet. 



38. The computer-based /interface of Claim 32, wherein the status of the 
promotion comprises: 

a number of rebate request^ and 
a breakage rate. 
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